
Built in 1878, the Depot or “Gibraltar Barracks” as it was later known, was the working and administrative heart of The Suffolk 
Regiment. Through its gates came many young men to train as soldiers who would eventually join either the “Home Service” 
Battalion, stationed in the United Kingdom, or the “Foreign Service Battalion, stationed abroard.
During the Second World War, Gibraltar Barracks became an Infantry Training Centre, training recruits for not only the Suffolk 
Regiment, but for The Royal Norfolk Regiment, The Northamptonshire Regiment, The Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regi-
ments as well. In the last years of its existence, the Depot trained thousands of young National Servicemen for service overseas 
with the 1st Battalion in Malaya, Germany and Cyprus.
In 1965, The Depot finally closed and its buildings gradually fell into disrepair. By the early 1970s, almost everything except The 
Keep, which was still being used as a Regimental Headquarters, had been demolished. Follow our guide sheet and take a pleasant 
stroll through the woods today and visit the sites that once were the home of The Suffolk Regiment. 

For more information, please visit: www.friendsofthesuffolkregiment.org

A Walk Around...

1. Start at The Keep, where 
the Regimental Museum 
is housed and walk along 
the Barrack Wall to the left. 
Here was the Main Depot 
Gate, in front of which was 
the Depot flagpole. Here in 
gravel was a large ‘Gibraltar’ 
castle.

2. The first building along the 
wall was the Guardroom. Here 
the Regimental Policeman were 
stationed. Inside were cells for 
prisoners under arrest and a toilet. 
On the wall at the front was a large 
mirror for men to check that they 
were dressed correctly before leaving 
the Depot

3. Further down the wall past the 
Offices were The Stables. Although 
the Regiment were infantry, a horse 
was always part of the Depot staff 
since the Regiment did not have a  
petrol lawnmower. 

4. Turn right up the roadway, passing 
‘The Egg’ on your right. To your left was 
The Officers Mess (5). It had two steps 
leading into the front door and contained 
18 rooms. To the back of the building was 
a greenhouse where the Mess Waiter grew 
vegetables for the Mess, and the Wine 
Cellar.

6. As you turn left out 
of the Officers Mess 
and walk further up the 
road, you pass on the 
right above the ‘Egg’ 
the site of the Officers 
Tennis  Courts. Here 
the Band often played 
for the benifit of visitors 
to the Depot, like this 
photograph from 1913 
(right)

7. As you continue up the road way, 
in the top left hand corner before you 
reach the new access road was the 
site of the Hospital. To the rear was a 
small building which was the isolation 
ward for men with infections. You can 
still see its black and white tiles on the 

wall today.

8. Walking parallel to the new 
access road in the woods, you 
come to the edge of the Old 
Parade Square. Here was the 
site of The ‘Rock’ Theatre. 
Inside concerts and films 
were screened. The inside was 
decorated with murals (right) 
including a painting on the 
stage of the Rock of Gibraltar.

10. The Gymnasium was in the 
lower right hand corner of the 
Depot along the southern wall along 
the Newmarket Road. From here, 
take a right and you will be back at 
the Keep.

9. Crossing the old Parade Square, 
in front on the site of the new 
college buildings were the Recruits 
Blocks, named ‘Meade’ and 
‘Mobray’ (below). Behind these were 
the Kitchens and Mess Hall.
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